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Professor Charles J. Little, D.D., has been made President of Gar- 
rett Biblical Institute, Evanston, 111., to succeed the late Dr. H. B. Ridgaway. 

The new critical edition of Josephus' Works, by Professor B. Niese, of 
Marburg, is now complete in six volumes, of which the first four contain the 
Antiquities, the fifth contains the Against Apion, and the sixth the Jewish War. 

Byington's Chart of Jewish National History (Philadelphia, Wattles, 
$1.00) in size six by three and one-half feet, printed in five colors and mounted 
on rollers, is another fairly successful attempt to exhibit certain features of 
biblical history to the eye. The names of the more prominent individuals and 
events of the history appear in places where they are commonly understood to 
belong, and the names of the historical books appear opposite the places 
where the history recorded by them is indicated in the color-line. Only three 
dates are given, iooo B. C, 500 B. C, and 70 A. D. It makes no attempt to 
give more than an outline, and of course exhibits only the surface of the history. 

A COURSE of general lectures, six in number, upon the Philosophy of Relig- 
ion was given at The University of Chicago during July, by Principal A. M. 
Fairbairn, M.A., D.D., of Mansfield College, Oxford. The titles were as follows: 
(1) Philosophy of Religion ; its Ideas, Methods and Scope. (2) The Philosoph- 
ical Basis of Theism applied to Nature and History. (3) Anthropology and 
the Origin of Religion. (4) The Idea and History of Religion in Modern 
Philosophy. (5) The Factors of Evolution in Religion. (6) The Causes of 
Variation in Religion. In addition to these, two other lectures were given, 
one upon The Natural and the Supernatural Christ, the other upon The 
History of Oxford. 

There has begun in Paris (Firmin-Didot & Cie.) the publication of a new 
edition of the writings of the Syriac Church Fathers, under the title Patrologia 
Syriaca. The work is edited by Dr. F. Graffin, Professor of Syriac in the 
Catholic Institute of Paris. The first volume, now ready, contains the Homi- 
lies of Aphraates, first part. One volume is to be published annually, at $6.00 
per volume, until the work is complete ; how many volumes there will be in 
all remains to be seen. The type to be used for this edition has been espe- 
cially made for the occasion, with the vowel points cast on the same body 
with the consonants, and is a reproduction of the finest known forms written 
in Western Syriac characters. This new work is to be a companion series to 
Abb6 Migne's Greek and Latin Patrologies, which contain all the Greek and 
Latin works of ancient Christian literature, of which the Latin portion alone 
contains two hundred and twenty-two volumes, and is sold ordinarily for 
about three hundred dollars. 226 
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Professor Samuel Harris, D.D., LL.D., who has for many years occu- 
pied the chair of Systematic Theology in the Theological Department of Yale 
University, has found it necessary on account of advancing years to withdraw 
from class-room work. The two volumes published during the course of his 
Yale Professorship, The Philosophical Basis of Theism and The Self-Revelation 
of God will, however, continue his teaching for many years to come. Dr. 
Harris has hoped to publish a third volume, a companion to these first two, 
a treatise on Systematic Theology. It will be the earnest wish of every stu- 
dent of theology that this hope may be realized. The chair thus left vacant 
in Yale Divinity School has been filled by the appointment of Professor 
George B. Stevens, Ph.D., D.D., who previously occupied the chair of New 
Testament Interpretation. At the same time that Professor Stevens assumes 
the new position he issues a volume pertaining to the new department, entitled 
Doctrine and Life : A Study of Some of the Principal Truths of the Christian 
Religion in their Relation to Christian Experience. 

The Presbyterians of the Maritime Provinces of Canada held their first 
Summer School of Theology at their college in Halifax, N. S., from July 16 
to 26. About forty ministers and a number of laymen were in attendance. 
The forenoons were devoted to lectures, followed by discussion ; the after- 
noons to recreation, and the evenings to conferences on congregational work. 
The lectures were given by the four professors of the college : Pollok, Currie, 
Gordon and Falconer ; Professor MacGregor, of Dalhousie University, Hali- 
fax ; Principal Grant, of Queen's University, Kingston, and Dr. McCurdy, 
of Toronto University. While the conferences were opened by leading min- 
isters of the Maritime Synod, Principal Pollok delivered four lectures on 
" The Covenanting Age of Scottish History ;" Dr. Currie, four lectures on 
" Pentateuchal Criticism;" Dr. Gordon, three lectures on "Revelation;" Pro- 
fessor Falconer, three lectures on "The Trustworthiness of the Historical 
Books of the New Testament ;" Dr. MacGregor, one lecture on "Science and 
the Argument from Design ;" Principal Grant, three lectures on " Compara- 
tive Religion," and Dr. McCurdy, three lectures on his special subject, viz., 
Lecture I. "Domestic Relations of the Hebrews and their Significance." 
Lecture II. "Leading Motives of Early Hebrew History." Lecture III. 
'• Hezekiah, Sennacherib and Isaiah." So successful was the school felt to be 
that it was unanimously voted by the members to have another next summer. 

A proposal was made by Professor J. H. Thayer, D.D., of Harvard Uni- 
versity, at the last meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature and Exegesis, 
which has met with favor. It contemplated the establishment at some con- 
venient point in Palestine, presumably at Jerusalem, of an American School 
of Biblical Research similar to those which have been founded at Athens and 
lately at Rome for classical studies. Professor T. F. Wright, U. S. Secretary 
of the Palestine Exploration Fund, warmly supports the project in the Biblia 
for July, and says : " It has been for years the wish of the Protestant Syrian 
College at Beyrout to establish such a school, and it has offered marked 
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advantages to students ; but that city is not in Palestine, and is generally 
visited by travelers only as a port of entry or departure, especially the latter. 
Such a school would certainly draw to itself young men who will thus com- 
plete their preparation for the ministry or for professorships. Some of the 
seminaries already have fellowships which would find new value in this way, 
and all of them will appreciate the opportunity thus afforded. Hitherto such 
men have gone to Germany and have gained much linguistic lore, but they 
have failed to make the acquaintance of the Oriental mind and have failed to 
gain that glowing interest in Bible facts and incidents which makes preaching 
and teaching vivid and forcible. I hope and believe that the time has come, 
now that our countryman Bliss is so nobly leading in the work of exploration, 
when Americans will establish this needed school and make it helpful in all 
the ways which will be open to it, especially in the study of language and 
geography, and in the field of exploration." 

An informing article upon the climate of Palestine by Dr. Thomas Chap- 
lin is in substance reproduced editorially by the Expository Times for June. 
It has been recently maintained by some that the climate of Palestine is 
undergoing a change — that the "latter rains" are being "restored," the 
prophecies relating to them are being fulfilled, and so a new era of fruitfulness 
and prosperity is dawning upon the land. All this Dr. Chaplin denies, claim- 
ing that a restoration of the "latter rain " is surely impossible if it has never 
been taken away. The Jewish civil year, which begins in September or Octo- 
ber, is divided by the weather into two parts. There is first a long rainy sea- 
son which covers about seven months, and then there is a long dry season 
which lasts for about five months. During the rainy season of seven months 
there fall three "rains;" (i) the early rain, which moistens the land and fits 
it for the reception of the seed, and is consequently the signal for the com- 
mencement of plowing ; (2) the copious winter rain which saturates the 
the earth, fills the cisterns and pools, and replenishes the springs ; (3) the 
latter or spring rain, without which the harvest would be a failure, for it 
enlarges the ears of corn and enables the wheat and barley to support the dry 
heat of the summer. The early rains begin in October or November, and 
continue until the middle of December. The heavy winter rains begin about 
the middle of December and continue well into or even to the end of March, 
and then follow the latter or spring rains which continue until April or May 
These three " rains" are referred to in Jer. 5:24, which should read : "Let us 
now fear the Lord our God, who giveth geshem and yoreh and malkosh in its 
season." So also in Hos. 6: 3 and Joel 2:23, 24. The geshem is always the 
winter rain (cf. Song of Sol. 2:11, 12). There is no indication that the climate 
of Palestine has changed since the days of the prophets. Since 1861 accurate 
measurements of the rainfall in Jerusalem have been made. From 1861 to 
1876 the average rainfall was 22.26 inches. From 1876 to 1892 the fall was 
28.20 inches, showing an increase of 5.94 inches. But this variation gives 
only a slender basis for believing that the climate of Palestine is changing. 



